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(54) Title: PLANT GROWTH CONTAINER WITH LOCATING MEANS ON THE BASE AND STORAGE SYSTEM 
(57) Abstract 

A plant growth container (1) 
of the kind having a perforate side 
wall (3) to permit air pruning of the 
laterally extending root system of a 
plant The container has a base (2) 
which is connected to the side wall 
and which is provided with locating 
means (26) adapted to cooperate with 
retaining means (29) so as to thereby 
resist movement of the container (1) 
out of an upright position. In one 
arrangement the locating means (26) 
is a cavity in the center of the base (2) 
and the retaining means is a peg-like 

" lcmb ^£ 29) is receivable in the base cavity. Hie container (l)can form part of a plant storage system including a tray (30) adapted 
to support a plurality of coiitainers (1) and having separate retaining means (29) for each contain^ Y 
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Plant growth container with locating means on the base and storage system 
This invention relates to containers for storing growing plants and also 
relates to a plant storage system involving the use of such containers. The 
invention is particularly concerned with above ground storage of growing plants 
which are intended for eventual transfer to the ground. 

The word "plant" as used throughout this specification is to be 
understood as embracing all forms of plant life, including shrubs, bushes and 
trees, having a root structure which extends at least during the early stages of 
growth of the plant. Furthermore, the invention will be hereinafter described 
with particular reference to plants being grown in a soil based growing medium, 
buf the invention is not limited to such circumstances. By way of example, a 
container according to the invention might be usefully adopted in the 
application of gravel hydroponics. 

A container for the root ball of a growing plant is the subject of 
15 Australian Patent No. 629067. A particular feature of that container is the side 
wall arrangement which promotes air pruning of the expanding root structure. 
The arrangement is such that laterally extending roots are directed towards 
openings of restricted size formed through the container side walls. The root 
growth which extends to the openings is air pruned in a known manner, thus 
causing secondary roots to form. The same growth and air pruning process is 
repeated with the secondary roots. The root system thus obtained, forms a 
well matted and cohesive root ball which is ideal for transplantation. 

The container of patent 629067 suffers the disadvantage of not having a 
base. The container is in effect a tubular member formed of a flexible panel, 
25 the upright edges of which are secured together to retain the tubular form of 
the container. A problem with that container, and other containers which do 
not have a base, is that it is difficult to transport the container from one place to 
another while soil and/or a plant remain within the container. Because of that 
difficulty, such containers are not considered suitable for use in circumstances 
where the container is to be filled at a central potting machine with the growing 
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media and then transported to another location at which - the container is to be 
stored while the plant is growing. 

A further problem with the containers of patent 629067, and similar 
containers, is that there is no control of downward root extension comparable 
to the control imposed on lateral root extension. It is therefore generally 
necessary to locate the container on a surface which cannot be penetrated by 
downwardly extending roots, or to otherwise guard against uncontrolled 
downward extension of the root structure into the underlying soil or gravel, 
because such downward extension tends to reduce lateral root growth. 

Australian patent application 51865/93 is concerned with a container of 
the general kind disclosed by patent 629067, but which is provided with a 
base. Various base constructions are referred to in the specification of 
application 51865/83, but in practice the only generally acceptable base is one 
formed of an imperforate plate of sheet metal. That form of base has two 
15 serious drawbacks. One is the absence of air pruning for downwardly 
extending root growth, and the other is the relatively short useful life of the 
base as compared with the useful life of the container body or side wall. It is 
found that the average lifespan of the side wall is ten uses of approximately six 
months each, whereas the base is usually discarded after two uses, each 
20 lasting approximately six months. 

Containers of the kind to which patent application 51865/93 and patent 
629067 are directed, are intended for above ground use. That is, the container 
with a plant in place is stored on the ground or another surface rather than 
being embedded into the ground. A serious difficulty encountered with such an 
arrangement is the possibility of the container toppling over in transit from one 
place to another, or as a consequence of exposure to wind of moderate to high 
strength. Toppling of the container can cause damage to the plant and 
increases the difficulty of maintaining the condition of stored plants and the 
environment in which they grow. 

Plant storage systems utilising containers of the foregoing kind require 
delivery of water to the plants to ensure that their moisture content is 
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maintained at a satisfactory level. It is economically sound practice to enable 
recycling of water which drains from the containers, and prior to the present 
invention such recycling required extensive and costly preparation of the area 
of land on which the containers were to be located. 
5 It is an object of the present invention to provide a plant container of the 

general kind discussed above which has an improved base. It is another 
object of the invention to provide an improved plant storage system including 
the use of such a container. It is a further object of the invention to provide 
such a plant storage system which utilises a novel method for recycling water 

10 used to provide moisture for the growing plants. 

A container according to the present invention is characterised in that it 
includes a side wall, a base attached to the side wall, and locating means 
provided on the base and arranged for cooperation with a support in a manner 
such as to resist movement of the container out of a substantially upright 

15 position. In one form of the container, the base is made of the same material 
as the side wall, or a similar material, so as to have openings at which 
downwardly extending roots can air prune. It is preferred that the locating 
means includes a recess or cavity formed in the undersurface of the container 
base and located substantially centrally of that base. 

20 A storage system according to the present invention is characterised in 

that it includes a container support which is cooperable with a container as 
described above so as to hold that container substantially upright The support 
may also function to hold the container base above a surface so that an air 
space is provided between that surface and the base. That air space is 

25 preferably of a size adequate to ensure air pruning of plant roots which reach 
the holes in the container base. 

It is preferred that the container support is part of a support structure 
which includes a plurality of such supports arranged in suitably spaced 
relationship. By way of example, the supports may be arranged in rows which 

30 are laterally spaced apart a predetermined distance which ensures adequate 
spacing between adjacent containers mounted on the support structure. 
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Adjacent container supports of the same row may be spaced apart by the 
same predetermined distance, or a similar distance. The arrangement is 
preferably such that the spacing between adjacent containers of a 
predetermined size enables sufficient light and air flow between the respective 
5 plants of those containers to ensure satisfactory growth conditions for the 
plants. 

The support structure can take any suitable form, including a frame 
which can be disposed on the ground or other surface. In one preferred 
arrangement the support structure includes a tray having a floor and an 

1 0 upstanding wall extending around the periphery of that floor. The floor and the 
periphery wall combine to define a collection space for water, and means may 
be provided to enable water collected in that space to be drawn off for re-use 
as a source of water for the stored plants. Any number of container supports 
can be provided across the floor of the collection tray. It is preferred that the 

15 container support structure is mounted on or forms part of a pallet of standard 
size adapted to be lifted and moved by conventional forklrft vehicles. If the 
support structure is to be mounted on a separately formed pallet it preferably 
has a shape and size substantially corresponding to the shape and size of the 
pallet when viewed in plan. Alternatively, each support structure may have a 

20 shape and size such that when combined with one or more support structures 
of the same kind the combined assembly of such structures has a shape and 
size substantially corresponding to the shape and size of the pallet when 
viewed in plan. 

Embodiments of the invention are described in detail in the following 
25 passages of the specification which refer to the accompanying drawings. The 
drawings, however, are merely illustrative of, how the invention might be put 
into effect, so that the specific form and arrangement of the various features as 
shown is not to be understood as limiting on the invention. 

In the drawings: 

Figure 1 is a semi-diagrammatic view of a container according to one 
embodiment of the invention. 
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Figure 2 is an enlarged cross sectional view of the container shown by 
Figure 1 . 

Figure 3 is a view of one form of clip for use in assemblying the 
container of Figures 1 and 2. 

5 Figure 4 is a plan view of another form of base for the container of 

Figure 1. 

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view of part of a container according to 
another embodiment in which the base is of the same material as the side wall. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a container base according to yet 
1 0 another embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 7 is a semi-diagrammatic cross-sectional view taken along line 
VII-VH of Figure 8 showing a container mounted on the support structure of 
Figure 8. 

Figure 8 is semi-diagrammatic perspective view of one form of support 
15 structure for use with a container according to the invention. 

Figure 9 is a plan view of still another form of base for a container 
according to the invention. 

Figure 10 is a partially sectioned enlarged side elevation view of the 
container base of Figure 9. 

20 Figure 11 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line XI-XI of Figure 

9. 

Figure 12 is a perspective view of a container according to the invention 
including a base as shown by Figures 9 to 11 and in which the part of the 
container is shown removed for convenience of illustration. 

25 Figure 1 shows a container 1 which incorporates an embodiment of the 

invention and which is of the general type disclosed by Australian patent 
application 51865/93. It is to be understood however, that the invention is not 
limited to use with the container as shown, but may be used with any suitable 
container of any suitable shape. That includes any tubular container of 

30 cylindrical, square or other cross-sectional shape and the side wall of which is 
smooth or dimpled as shown. 
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The container 1 as shown includes a circular base 2, which can be 
attached to the container side wail 3 in any appropriate fashion. In the 
arrangement shown, the base 2 is located within the tubular section of the 
container 1 so as to be surrounded by the side wall 3, and is retained in 
position by cooperation with that side wall. The side wall 3 is preferably formed 
as described in patent 629067, so that the inner surface of that wall has a 
series of rows of inwardly projecting cones or cusps 4 (as seen in Figure 2), 
and a recess 5 is formed between each two adjacent rows. The peripheral 
edge portion 6 of the base 2, or at least part of that edge portion, is positioned 
within one such recess 5, and the recess 5 may be selected so that the base 2 
is elevated above the lower edge 7 of the side wall. The base 2 is thereby 
supported by the cones or cusps 4 of the row which defines the lower 
boundary of the recess 5 in which the base edge portion 6 is located. 

Elevation of the base 2 enables an air gap 8 to be provided within the 
confines of the container 1 below that base 2. Assuming an air gap is required 
below the base 2 it need not be provided in the foregoing manner, and 
consequently the base 2 can be located, if desired, at the extreme lower edge 
7 of the side wall 3. 

In the particular arrangement shown, the overlapping upright edges of 
the panel which forms the side wall 3, are held together by a wire clip 9. It will 
be appreciated that other fastening means could be used for that purpose. If a 
clip 9 as shown is used, the base 2 may be provided with a hole 10 to permit 
passage of one leg of the clip 9, but that will not be necessary in all situations. 
If the container is of relatively small size, only one clip may be required, and 
25 that could be at the top rather than the bottom of the side wall 3 as shown. In 
some cases however, there will be a need for a clip 9 both at the top and the 
bottom of the side wall 3. 

Figure 3 shows in more detail the wire clip 9 which may be used to form 
the container side wall 3 from a panel. The clip 9, is simply a resilient fastener 
formed from any suitable material, which engages each of two overlapping 
edge portions of a panel so as to clamp those edge portions together and 
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thereby form the upright side wall 3 of the plant growth container. An example 
arrangement of that kind is shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

The container base may or may not be imperforate. Figure 4 shows one 
form of base 1 1 which has a series of openings 12, and those openings 12 are 
5 preferably of limited size to allow for air pruning of the plant roots. 

In another arrangement as shown by Figure 5, the base 2 is formed of a 
plate-like member 20 having the same shape characteristics as those of the 
panel forming the side wall 3. That is, the base 20 is formed with a series of 
cones or cusps 21 , at least some of which have a hole 23 of limited size at the 

10 apex or terminal end. With such an arrangement, the cusps 21 serves to guide 
downwardly extending roots to the holes 23 in the base in the same manner as 
laterally extending roots are guided by the cones or cusps of the side wall 3. 
The base 20 therefore acts as a root control barrier in the same manner as the 
side wall 3 functions as such a barrier. Assuming the base is sufficiently rigid, 

15 it may also function as a load supporting platform for the contents of the 
container. 

The base 20 is formed of the same material as the side wall 3, which 
may be a vacuum moulded sheet of suitable plastics material. One material 
suitable for that purpose is Cuspated Core sheet material as manufactured by 
20 Nylex Corporation Limited. Sheet material of that kind may have a thickness in 
the range of 0.5mm to 1mm and consequently does not have a great deal of 
load bearing strength. In order to overcome that deficiency the base 20 may 
be formed so as to have a number of integral strengthening ribs 24 as shown 
in Figure 6. The shape, size, longitudinal extent and number of such ribs 24 
25 can be selected to suit particular circumstances. It is also preferred that a 
strengthening bead 25 of suitable cross-sectional shape be provided around 
the periphery of the base 20. 

Substantial benefits are derived from use of a perforate base in a 
container of the kind under discussion, particularly if an air space is provided 
beneath the base to enable air pruning of downwardly extending roots. A 
container incorporating such a base provides for relatively free drainage of 
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water at both the sides and the bottom of the body of the growing medium 
within which the plant is located, and that enables relatively consistent 
moisture retention conditions to exist at all parts of the plant root structure. A 
further benefit is the relatively constant aeration which is achieved throughout 
the body of the growing medium because of the presence of a perforate 
boundary layer at both the sides and the undersurface of that body. 

The container base, in any of its possible forms, is provided with locating 
means 26 which is cooperable with a support so as to at least reduce the 
possibility of the container 1 toppling over or being inadvertently shifted from a 
selected position. The form and position of the locating means 26 can be 
selected to suit particular circumstances. In the example arrangement shown 
by Figures 1 to 6 of the accompanying drawings the locating means is provided 
at the approximate center of the base 2 and is in the form of a cylindrical cavity 
27 extending upwardly from the undersurface of the base 2. With the 
15 arrangement as shown, the cavity 27 is formed in a cylindrical member 28 
which projects upwardly from the top surface of the base 2. 

A support for use with the container base 2 as described above will 
include a spigot or peg-like member 29 which is locatable within the cavity 27 
of the container base 2 (Figure 7). It is preferable that the member 29 is of 
20 cylindrical form, but that is not essential. The member 29 may be secured to 
the ground or a structure so as to be held or restrained against movement 

It is preferred that the member 29 forms part of a support structure 30 
which is adapted to cooperate with a container 1 in a manner such that the 
container is held in a stable manner. It is further preferred that the structure 30 
25 cooperates with two or more containers 1 in a manner such that those 
containers are held apart by a suitable distance. The support structure 30 
could be formed in any suitable manner or style and can be formed of any 
suitable material. By way of example, the structure 30 could be in the form of a 
metal frame. Ideally, the support structure 30 is formed so as to be part of or 
30 locatable on a pallet which can be transferred from place to place by a forklift 
vehicle. That enables the containers 1 with plants in place to be stored on a 
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pallet such that it is convenient to move the containers from one location to 
another as required. That is, the containers remain on the pallet during the 
development period of the plants held by those containers. 

An example support structure 30 is shown by Figure 8. In that example, 
5 the structure 30 includes a tray-like body having a floor 31 and an upstanding 
wall 32 extending without interruption around the periphery of the floor 31. A 
liquid collection space is formed within the wall 32 and above the floor 31 for a 
purpose hereinafter described. A series of support members 29 is provided 
across the upper surface of the floor 31, and each member 29 may be formed 
10 integral with the floor 31 . 

In the Figure 8 arrangement it is preferred that the members 29 are 
arranged in rows which are spaced apart by a predetermined distance. It is 
also preferred that adjacent members 29 of the same row are spaced apart by 
substantially the same predetermined distance. The predetermined distance is 

15 selected according to the size of the containers to be supported by the 
particular structure 30, and is intended to ensure that sufficient light and air 
flow exists around each plant for the proper development of the plant 

Assuming air pruning of roots reaching the container base 2 is required, 
each member 29 may project upwardly from a platform 33 which is raised 

20 above the upper surface of the floor 31. Each platform 33 is designed to be 
engaged by the undersuriace of a container base 2 as shown in Figure 7 so 
that an air space 36 adequate for air pruning purposes exists between the 
base 2 and the floor 31. The area or lateral extent of surface engagement 
between the container base and the platform 33 can be selected to aid in 

25 minimising the possibility of the container 1 toppling over. Each platform 33 as 
shown has a smooth uninterrupted surface in engagement with the container 
base 2, but that is not essential. The platform 33 could be formed by ribs or 
bars extending radially out from the member 29 so as to maximise the distance 
they extend from the member 29 whilst retaining maximum exposure of the 

30 underside of the base 2 to air for air pruning purposes. 
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The ability of the support structure 30 to collect water enables that 
structure to form part of a water recycling system. Water collected in the 
structure 30 can be drawn-off at one or more outlets 34 for re-use as required. 
The floor 31 may be provided with gutters 35, channels, or other suitable 
5 means for encouraging water to flow across the floor 3 1 towards the outlet 34. 

Releasable locking means may be provided to retain a container 1 
against dislodgment from its position on the container support. By way of 
example, in the case of a support having a spigot or peg-like member 29, the 
releasable locking means may act between that member and part of the 
10 container base 2. The locking means could, for example, include two 
cobperable parts which are rendered active or inactive by relative rotation of 
the container 1 about the longitudinal axis of the member 29. Alternatively, in 
an arrangement including use of the support structure 30, or something similar, 
one of the cooperable parts could be provided on the container base 2 and the 
15 other could be provided on the floor 31 or the platform 33. 

If releasable locking means is provided it is preferably such as to enable 
quick connection and disconnection between a container and its support. The 
primary function of the locking means is to increase the resistance to 
movement of the container from its position on the support and thereby 
20 minimise the possibility of the plant being damaged by such movement 

Figures 9 to 12 show another embodiment of the invention in which 
components corresponding to those of the previously described embodiment 
are given like reference numerals except that they are in the number series 
100 to 199. 

25 The arrangement shown by Figures 9 to 12 differs from that of Figures 5 

and 6 in that the base 120 is formed of a material different to that which forms 
the side wall 103 of the container. The upper surface of the base 120 is 
provided with a number of recesses 121 and an opening 123 extends through 
a lower end of at least some of those recesses. As best seen in Figures 9 and 

30 12 the recesses 121 are preferably arranged in substantially straight parallel 
rows. It is also preferred that each recess 121 is substantially square when 
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viewed in plan and progressively decreases in size towards the lower end. The 
size of the openings 123 can be selected to enable the base 120 to function as 
a root control barrier as previously described. 

A rim 125 having a curved outer surface extends around the perimeter 
5 of the base 120. It is preferred that the rim 125 has a curved outer surface 
because that facilitates secure location of the rim 125 within a side wall recess 
5 as referred to in connection with Figures 2 and 5. 

It is also preferred that the base 120 is provided with a number of 
radially extending strengthening ribs 124. As best seen in Figure 11 the ribs 

10 124 may extend across the undersurface of the base 120, whereas the ribs 24 
of the Figure 6 embodiment extend across the uppersurface of the base. Also 
in the embodiment of Figures 9 to 12 the locating member 128 is preferably 
conical rather than cylindrical as in the Figure 6 embodiment, and it is preferred 
that the cooperable retaining member of the support structure has a 

15 substantially complementary shape. 

Openings 110 may be provided at or adjacent the periphery of the base 
120 so as to facilitate use of the clip 9 as previously described. 

Figure 12 shows a plurality of feet 140 attached to the base 120. The 
base 120 may be arranged so as to permit removable attachment of such feet 

20 in circumstances where it is desired to locate the container separate from a 
supporting structure as previously described. For example, it may be desirable 
or necessary to locate the container directly on the ground or other surface not 
having a retaining member as previously described. The feet 140 function to 
support the base 120 above the ground or other supporting surface to permit 

25 air pruning. The feet 140 are not necessary and can be removed if the 
container is to be supported by a support structure as previously described. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing description that a container 
according to the present invention has a stability factor which is not present in 
prior containers of the same general kind and which minimises the possibility of 

30 damage to the growing plant. Combination of that container with a support 
structure as described provides a plant storage system having important 
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benefits not found in prior systems of a similar kind. Automatic positioning of 
containers in optimum spaced relationship, and the retention of the containers 
in that relationship, is a matter of significant benefit. The ability to collect water 
for recycling is another significant benefit. 
5 A plant storage system according to the invention reduces nursery 

labour costs and also avoids the cost of preparing the ground of the plant 
storage area to enable recycling of water. 

Various alterations, modifications and/or additions may be introduced 
into the constructions and arrangements of parts previously described without 
10 departing from the spirit or ambit of the invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A plant growth container including, a perforate side wall, a base 
connected to said side wall, and locating means provided on said base and 
being cooperable with retaining means formed separate from said container so 

5 as to thereby resist movement of the container out of a substantially upright 
position. 

2. A container according to claim 1, wherein said locating means includes 
a recess or cavity formed in the undersurface of said base. 

3. A container according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said locating means is 
1 0 substantially at the center of said base. 

4. A container according to claim 2 or 3, wherein said cavity is substantially 
cylindrical. 

5. A container according to claim 2 or 3, wherein said cavity is substantially 
conical. 

15 6. A container according to any preceding claim, wherein said base is 
perforate. 

7. A container according to claim 6, wherein said base is formed of a 
material different to the material of the side wall. 

8. A storage system for growing plants including, at least one container 
according to any preceding claim, and a container support including retaining 
means which is cooperable with said locating means so as to thereby resist 
movement of the container out of a substantially upright position. 

9. A storage system according to claim 8, wherein said container support 
includes a plurality of said retaining means each of which is cooperable with a 

25 respective one of a plurality of said containers, and each said retaining means 
is spaced from the or each adjacent retaining means so that a space exists 
between adjacent containers supported by those retaining means. 

10. A storage system according to claim 8 or 9, wherein said container 
support includes a tray-like body having a floor and an upstanding wall 
extending around the periphery of said floor, said wall and said floor combining 
to form a water collection space, and the or each said retaining means includes 
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a member upstanding from said floor for location in a recess or cavity which 
forms the locating means of a said container. 

11. A storage system according to claim 10, wherein the or each said 
retaining member projects upwardly from a platform which is connected to said 

5 floor, said platform has a supporting surface spaced upwardly from the upper 
surface of said floor and which is engageable by the base of a said container. 

12. A storage system according to claim 9 or 1 0, wherein said tray-like body 
has at least one outlet through which water may be removed from said body. 

13. A storage system according to claim 12, wherein said floor is provided 
1 0 with means to encourage flow of water to said outlet 

14*. A storage system according to daim 13, wherein said flow encouraging 
means includes at least one flow channel. 

15. A plant growth container substantially as herein particularly described 
with reference to what is shown in the accompanying drawings. 
15 16. A storage system for growing plants substantially as herein particularly 
described with reference to what is shown in the accompanying drawings. 
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r AMENDED CLAIMS 

Lreceived by the International Bureau on 29 October 1996 (29 10 96V 
original claims 1-16 replaced by amended claims 1-19 (3 pages)] 

1 . A plant growth container including, a side wall, a plurality of inwardly and 
outwardly projecting hollow cones or cusps extending over at least a major part 
of the area of said side wall, an opening formed through the apex of at least 
5 some of the outwardly projecting cones or cusps to promote air pruning of 
laterally extending root growth, a base connected to said side wall, a plurality 
of openings formed through said base and extending over a sufficiently large 
part of the area of said base to promote air pruning of downwardly extending 
root growth, and locating means provided on said base and being cooperable 

10 with retaining means formed separate from said container so as to thereby 
resist movement of the container out of a substantially upright position and also 
permit the container to be accurately and positively positioned at a 
predetermined location, the arrangement being such that said container is self 
supporting when placed on a surface not having said retaining means. 

15 2. A container according to claim 1, wherein said base is located a 
distance above a lower edge of said side wall so that a space exists beneath 
said base when said lower edge engages a support surface. 

3. A container according to claim 1 or 2, including a plurality of recesses 
formed in an upper surface of said base, and a said base opening extends 

20 through the lower end of each said recess. 

4. A container according to claim 3, wherein each • said recess 
progressively reduces in cross sectional size away from said upper surface. 

5. A container according to any preceding claim, wherein said locating 
means includes an accessible cavity formed in the under surface of said base. 

25 6. A container according to claim 5, wherein said cavity reduces in cross 
sectional size in a direction away from said under surface. 

7. A container according to any preceding claim, wherein said locating 
means is substantially at the centre of said base. 

8. A container according to any preceding daim, wherein said base is 
30 formed of a material different to the material of which said side wall is formed. 

9. A storage system for growing plants, including a container having a side 
wall and a base connected to said side wall, a plurality of inwardly and 
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outwardly projecting hollow cones or cusps extending over at least a major part 
of the area of said side wall, an opening formed through the apex of at least 
some of the outwardly projecting cones or cusps to promote air pruning of 
laterally extending root growth, a plurality of openings formed through said 
5 base to promote air pruning of downwardly extending root growth, locating 
means provided on said base and being accessible from an under surface of 
said base, a container support formed separate from said container and 
including retaining means, said retaining means cooperatively engaging with 
said locating means so as to thereby at least assist in retaining said container 
10 in a substantially upright position, and said retaining means being separable 
from said locating means to permit said container to be moved onto and 
removed from said support. 

10. A storage system according to claim 9, wherein said container is a 
container in accordance with any one of claims 2 to 8. 
15 11. A storage system according to claim 9 or 10, wherein said cooperative 
engagement causes said container to be positively and accurately positioned 
on said support. 

12. A storage system according to any one of claims 9 to 11, including a 
plurality of said containers, said container support including a plurality of said 

20 retaining means each of which is cooperable with a respective one of said 
containers, and each said retaining means is spaced from the or-each adjacent 
retaining means so that a space exists between adjacent containers supported 
by those retaining means. 

13. A storage system according to any one of claims 9 to 12, wherein said 
25 container support includes a tray-like body having a floor and an upstanding 

wall extending around the periphery of said floor, said wall and said floor 
combining to form a wall collection space, and the or each said retaining 
means includes a member upstanding from said floor for location in a recess or 
cavity which forms the locating means of a said container. 
30 14. A storage system according to claim 13, wherein the or each said 
retaining member projects upwardly from a platform which is connected to said 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



WO 97/00005 



17 



PCT/AU96/00366 



floor, said platform has a supporting surface spaced upwardly from the upper 
surface of said floor and which is engageable by the base of a said container. 

15. A storage system according to claim 13 or 14, wherein said tray-like 
body has at least one outlet through which water may be removed from said 

5 body. 

16. A storage system according to claim 15, wherein said floor is provided 
with means to encourage flow of water to said outlet 

17. A storage system according to claim 16, wherein said flow encouraging 
means includes at least one flow channel. 

10 18. A plant growth container substantially as herein particularly described 
with reference to what is shown in the accompanying drawings. 
19. A storage system for growing plants substantially as herein particularly 
described with reference to what is shown in the accompanying drawings. 
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